service to be in church — everything used to
happen in church. But then we couldn’t have
brought all the babies; they’d be crying one after
the other. But when we suggested having the ser-
vice here in the garden, d’you know who was
most excited about the idea? It was grandma and
grandpa.’

Grandma and Grandpa (2)

‘Do we have to go to Grandma and Grandpa’s
again?’ whined six-year-old Gary. ‘We always have
to dress in our best clothes, and there’s nothing to
do’. ‘Grandma said 1 was a spoiled brat, and
Grandpa said if he had his way I’d get a box round
the ears’ added four-year-old Emily. Some grand-
parents seem to forget that their own children
were ever naughty or needed space to run about.
They taken the attitude that they’ve done their
share of putting up with children and that they’re
entitled to a bit of peace at their time of life.

‘It started when Gary was born’, said his father
Steve. ‘My Mum and Dad had booked to go on
holiday abroad and didn’t seem to care that they’d
miss the -arrival of their grandchild. Then Mum
interfered with the way Susan fed the baby. Some-
thing about demand feeding and scheduled feeding
— I don’t know. But it was hard when Susan was
trying to develop her own confidence as a mother’.
‘And they say just call on them anytime to baby-
sit’, added Susan, ‘but when we do they always
seem to have some other arrangement. Not that we
ask them much’, she added ruefully. ‘Steve’s Mum
would change the kid’s whole routine and just
confuse them’.

‘Christmas is the worst time’, Susan went on.
‘Steve’s parents always expect us to go to them,
and mine want us to go there. Sometimes I wonder
when we’ll ever have our own Christmas in our
own home. Steve’s parents make no secret of the
fact that they think children today get too much
spent on their presents, although I notice they
don’t stint themselves when it comes to wine and
spirits.’

It’s the future I dread’, said Steve slowly.
‘Nowadays my parents can manage well enough
and they do go for very expensive holidays each
year. But they’re getting more and more isolated,
wrapped up in themselves. When they’re not so
active I suppose we’ll have to help them keep their
house the way my mother has always run it, but
they live quite a long way away and she’s really
very particular. I don’t see her being happy with
our more rough and ready standards of house-
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keeping. If anything ever happened to father, I
dread her being dependent on us’.

‘The latest family row is about how to celebrate
their silver wedding next week’, went on Susan,
‘One of Steve’s brothers wants a do in his big
house. His sister wants us all to go to a hotel to
save catering. His parents fancy a quiet weekend
break by the sea, just the two of them. I feel very
hurt that they don’t want to see their children and
grandchildren on this special day’.

‘We did think a blessing service in the parish
church might be nice’, said Steve. ‘But Father
wanted a three-ring circus at the principal Sunday
Mass: ““Share and celebrate with thecommunity”, he
said. My parents certainly weren’t having that.
They won’t share with their own family, let alone
the parish community. “There’s a nice little
church near the seaside hotel”, my Dad says. “Just
the place to thank God at a quiet, devout Mass.
Just the two of us”. Don’t talk to me about grand-
parents’.

These two stories tell of two very different atti-
tudes to being grandparents and getting on with
grandparents. Probably most people’s experience is
somewhere in between. One Grandma said of her
grandchildren: ‘I love to see them come here, and
I love to see them go!’

Here are some things to discuss in YOUR parish:

* What is your own experience of grandparent-
ing? What are the good things? the awkward
things?

* Some people would say that problems arise
through selfishness and greed. Others think
that difficulties stem from past history and
from differences in temperament and per-
sonality. They point out that no two sets of
grandparents are alike. What do you think?

* How can you make the very best of your
own relationship with grandparents or grand-
children?

SECTION : F
LITURGY

Homily Notes:

The Sunday Eucharist can provide an opportunity
for preaching on the theme of marriage and the
family. Here are some suggestions:









