SECTION E

SPECIAL CONCERNS

Cizability and sexuality

For someone with physical disability, sex presents more than
mechanical difficulties. Society's attitudes towards the
disabled impair for them the development and maintenance of

a positive sexual self-image. Maggi Barwick had polio as an
infant and is now a senior social worker with a voluntary
agency specialising In work with people with disabilities.

She maintains that Christians rarely differ from non-Christians
in their attitudes and so challenges their responses.

It is difficult to talk or write about this configuration without being either
coy or raunchily explicit. Neither does justice to the subject matter because
the inter-relationship between sexuality and disability is one that
encompasses myriad aspects of human concourse. It would be an
oversimplification to consider only the genital sexuality and the difficulties
someone with rheumatoid arthritis or a paralysed limb might have in achieving
intercourse.

That this is an important consideration is undoubted, and sexual counsellors
with a knowledge of disability can offer advice to people on purely practical
matters which can revolutionise lives. But the interaction of disability and
sexuality is enormously varied and complex, involving much more than - '
practical, physical considerations, important though these may be.

Learning the skills

For example, we can look at the effects of childhood disability on the growing
self-awareness of an adolescent as an independent sexual being. Disabled
children or adolescents with limited mobility will have their social sphere
curtailed enormously. They will probably need to be transported wherever they
go by parents and possibly still have mother and father on hand to help them
go to the toilet. This isn't the ideal background from which to chat up a
pretty girl or flutter eyelashes winsomely at an interesting looking young
man. The practice of segregating disabled children in small special schools
deprives them further of many of the social skills learning opportunities that
ordinary adolescents have. It is therefore not surprising that Stewart found
that "disabled people sometimes have severe relationship difficulties either
through sheer lack of opportunity for meeting and involvement with other
people or through a deficiency in the emotional and social skills which enable
adequate development and maintenance of friendships and love affairs."”

Splints and curves

We also need to consider self-image in all this. The ordinary male learns his
skills in courting (or 'pulling birds') on a trial and error basis. He will
have a group of friends whose efforts he can observe, criticise and possibly
improve on, and he has to have a reasonably resilient ego that can take being
rejected if he makes an ill-advised or crass overture to a female.

His disabled counterpart, in addition to having limited physical opportunities
to test out his methods and procedures, is likely to have a smaller peer group
who are also limited in their experience. Males tend to attract females
























