SECTION E

PROBLEMS OF BELTIETF

A View from the other side

Marriage to a Catholic, whilst an experience to be recommended, does entail
far more than might reasonably be expected from the pre-sales talk. It is one
thing to marry a single loved one; it is difficult to appreciate that you also
marry into a family, a parish, most of the population of Eire/Italy/Poland and
a constant stream of opportunities to pauper yourself from covenants, appeals,
presents and fund-raising activities of every ilk. In many cases, the sheer
scale is overwhelming. Take the case of a decent Cathclic family; I had heard
the statistic that if sparrows bred at their normal rate for twenty-five years
with no fatalities, then the weight of sparrows would equal the weight of the
“world. It was only after my second family'gathering, including new babies,
that I believed the sparrows could do it with ease.

On its own, the family is a great source of joy, and every significant event’
in life is an excuse for a party - fair enough - but also for yet another
Mass. The frequency of these is daunting as, for me, time stands still during
Mass: I am forever surprised to see daylight as I leave after a 09.30 start.
My feelings cannot be appreciated for inevitably at least one kindly sould
will ask '"Wasn't that a lovely Mass?", which is a bit like asking a confirme-
criminal whether he enjoyed his latest stretch in Pentonville.

My other surprise relates to the degree that non-Catholics are igndrant about .
the current beliefs of your church; their prejudices appear to stem from
doctrines more prevalent during the Inquisition rather than post Vatican II.

However, I have also learnt that a great many Catholics are also pretty
unclear in this area as well.

Many of you have a strong personal faith, but little apparent understanding or
knowledge of the "official party line", nor of the Bible, which presumably is
the cornerstone of your beliefs. You do overcome this seeming difficulty with
ease, as one of your undoubted strengths is the tolerance and understanding
that you show to individuals who stray from the true path - be they outsiders
like myself or others within your broad based church. Possibly the only group
to whom you do not show sufficient tolerance is your own priests and nuns. It
is my opinion that you expect too much from them and that, whilst many of them
manage somehow to live up to your expectations, it is often at the expense of
considerable self-sacrifice that you do not properly appreciate yet. Perhaps
the decline in the number of vocations will force you to treasure your
religious more in the future.

I apologise if I have offended anyone with this curious mixture of prsonal
prejudices and unjustified comments which, while intended to be slightly
thought provoking, are given from a base of admiration. I hope that you will
continue to welcome me to your activities, even when they are free.



I1f one of your family lapsed from the faith

Don't feel guilty. Nothing will be gained by examining the type of Christian
upbringing that you gave to your child. You did your best according to your
own abilities and insights. When your children became adults they became
responsible for their own decisions and actions.

Don't argue. Arguments never brought any one back to the Faith. Arguments
will only lead to unpleasantness, anger and resentment. Make clear you own
firm convictions, quietly and unemotionally. Your children are bound to know
that you are disappointed.

Do love them. Love them as you have always loved and cared for them. This
continuing love will be a sign of the continuing love that God has for each
one of us despite our infideility. There must be no hint of rejection.

Do stay close to God. Don't blame God for this problem. Many positive things
might emerge because of this difficulty. Give witness by your own life as a
Catholic. Pray for your children and especially for those who seem to have

rejected God. It may be that they are rejecting the practice of the Faith but
not God himself.

Do leave a door open. A lapsed Catholic may want to return but finds it
difficult to come back. A time of mission or retreat may be the time for
gentle encouragement. Try to preserve your young person's pride when they

come back and don't make a great fuss if they suddenly come along to Mass one
Sunday.  Just thank God. :

A father complained to the Great Rabbi that his son had forsaken God.
"What, Rabbi, shall I do?" -

"Love him more than ever,' said the Rabbi.






