SECTION D

DEATH

T have seen death too often to believe in death.
It 1is not an ending but a withdrawal.
As one who finished a long journey,
stills the motor.
turns off the lights,
steps from his car.
and walks up the path
to the home that awaits him."
Blanding

The funeral arrangements

Relatives have to cope with a daunting list of arrangements when someone dies,
but this can sometimes be a blessing in disguise.

People left behind can find comfort in busying themselves and the process can
be a reassuring reminder that life goes on. Those faced with making
arrangements find there are people to help them every step of the way.

The doctor certifies the cause of death and will supply a medical certificate
in a sealed envelope addressed to the registrar and a "formal notice'" which
states that he has signed the certificate and which gives information on the
next step: registering the death.

Registration must be done within five days and in the place where the death
occurred. The registrar then provides a Green Form (a certificate for burial
or cremation), a certificate for registration of death which is related to
Social Security. leaflets about benefits available to relatives and Form PA2
which gives information on wills and other means of dealing with the dead
person's property.

If death is sudden the family doctor should be contacted, along with the
person's nearest relative and their minister of religion. If the cause of
death is clear. the doctor will provide the medical certificate and formal
notice as in the case of an expected death.

In some situations, the doctor will refer the death to the coroner who does
not need to ask permission for a post-mortem. The referral will be made when
more investigations are needed about the causes or circumstances of the death.

If the coroner decided the death was due to natural causes, he will issue a
Pink Form for the registrar who will then register the death. If the person
is to be cremated, he will provide a Certificate for Cremation.

If the cause of death is still uncertain after the post-mortem, or was caused
by an industrial disease or was violent or unnatural, the coroner will hold an
inquest. This is a public procedure with a jury at which relatives can
guestion witnesses. .

After the inquest. the coroner provides an Order for Burial or a Certificate
for Cremation so that the funeral can take place. Before planning the funeral
it is wise to find out if the dead person had made any arrangements
themselves, or if they had stated any preferences in their will.



The funeral director will need the Green Form. provided by the registrar, or
the Order for Burial (from the coroner if there has been an inquest) or the
Certificate for Cremation (from the coroner if there has been a post—mortem or

ingquest.) It would be a good idea to obtain from the DHSS the booklet, What
to Do After a Death.

Catholic churches differ in their cemetery rules - lack of space forces some
to require that the person has lived in the parish. Charges will vary. and
there is also a fee for use of local authority cemetaries. Many of these have
a Catholic section.

Funerals can be expensive. but a wide range of benefits are available to help

cover the cost. These will depend on the savings of the dead person and of
the relatives.

Catholic parishes have bereavement groups and parish priests should have
information on these. There is also a Catholic Associaton of Widows and many
non-denominational organisations, some of which are listed below:

The Catholic Association of Widows,
84 Baldwins Lane

Croxley Green

Rickmansworth

Herts WD3 3LP

Cruse (for widows, widowers and their children)
126 Sheen Road

Richmond

Surrey TWS 1UR

The Compassionate Friends (for parents)
6 Denmark Street
Bristol BS1 5DQ

The War Widows Association of Great Britain
17 The Earl's Croft
Coventry CV3 BES






