SECTION C

MIXED MARRIAGES

Most Catholics marry someone who doesn't share their faith. Yet the myth
persists that to be a partner in a mixed marriage is to be the '"odd one out"
in parish 1life, parent teacher associations or Catholic activities. Another
myth is that religious differences are at the heart of any division in mixed
marriages, carrying the inbuilt assumption that a marriage between two
Catholics is a haven of understanding and mutual agreement - yet another
illusion is many ways!

At the heart of our faith is the belief that we are created by God for a
purpose. We are to do his will and reflect his love to the world. And that
includes learning to love those he gives us to love. To be a partner in a
mixed marriage can be a valuable apostolate and not simply in terms of trying
to "convert" your spouse. There is more to it than that. It is a chance to
bring Christ into a world where he might otherwise remain unknown.

Mixed marriages are nothing new. Timothy, who is frequently mentioned in the
New Testament, was the child of a mixed marriage. His father, a non-believing
Greek, was a strict authoritarian figure. Timothy's mother, Eunice, was a
devout Jewess. She wanted to pass on her faith and tradition to her son. But
Timothy's father had strong ideas about how his son should be brought up and
refused to allow Timothy to be circumcised (an important landmark in any
Jewish boy's life), saying he should decide that for himself as an adult!
Eunice was undeterred and quietly taught her son about God. She did what she
could to maintain harmony in the home without making a fuss about it. Timothy
learned his lesson well. (2 Tim. 3:15)

To be a partner in a mixed marriage can be an opportunity and an adventure if
we accept the challenge.

"Occasionally, when I see Catholic families all going to Communion together, I
think it would be nice if we were like that. But then I think, well, maybe
those people haven't got the quality of relationship that we have. Maybe
their faith doesn't mean as much to them. I do know that even if Angela never
became a Catholic I would have no regret about our marriage."

"It's rather like having a sport which everyone in the family is crazy about
apart from one person. It's difficult for everyone because you're not totally
together. I also find it difficult when we're away on holiday or visiting
friends, to have to go in search of a Catholic Church for Sunday Mass. But I
feel I must keep my own standards otherwise you just fall away; it's so easy
to do that in a mixed marriage."

"I can't understand papal infallibility, confession, intercession to the
saints or worship of the Virgin Mary. It's difficult if you're not a Catholic
to express your views on these matters to children until they are older. 1
didn't want to put ours through the turmoil of challenging their beliefs.

They need consistency; but it's hard always suppressing your own views. It
can put a strain on the marriage, and this is where it's important for the
catholic to be supportive and not allow a kind of blackmail to creep into the
family which pressurises Daddy to go to Mass or whatever."















