SECTION B

THE MARRIAGE RELATIONSHTIP

Faithfulness: Discussion points for couples

Faithfulness is the heart and soul not just of marriage but of Christian life.

This is the reason why the witness of faithfulness in marriage is so important
in the Church.

1 The marriage vows
"I take you for my own to be my wedded wife/husband, to have and to hold
from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in

sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death us do part."

* How would/did you understand this promise? For ever? Until we agree to
split up? Until one of us commits adultery? etc.
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2 How does the Church understand your vows?

When you marry, the Church who witnesses your marriage in her priest or
deacon and two other witnesses, accepts your words at face value. The
Church believes what you promise; that you are sincere and that your
commitment to each other is genuinely lifelong and unconditional.

Unrealistically idealistic? <Certainly idealistic. But not unrealistic if
you believe in the value of a human person. To offer them anything less
is to say, "I will treat you as an object. If you don't fulfil my needs,
if our marriage becomes boring or inconvenient, I will leave you." Love
is always risky because it is only love which says, "You are so important
to me, I will give myself body and soul to you for life." That is the
way love is. Anything less is a pale shadow of the real thing.

* Can you accept that? Do you have a different way of expressing it?
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3 Married love is strong love.

Falling in love is not enough for marriage. True marriages don't happen
without it but it is a very early and premature state of the relationship.
It is as much me-centred as the loved-one-centred.

Marriage requires a positive choice of each other based on a realistic
understanding and acceptance of each other. This choice can refine

feelings of affection and appreciation and can create the human capacity
for a love without conditions.

* How do you understand 'love'? How do you test the genuineness of your
love? Has choice got anything to do with love?
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Love 'for life' is superhuman.

Sustaining this commitment is really beyond human strength. OQur love can
grow cold. Perhaps it may be rather pale and frail to start with. To
last a lifetime this relationship needs the strength of God himself. That
is available in faith but God doesn't force it on us. It is up to us to
accept that strength of God in our lives. The grace of God given to us in
Baptism, through the sacraments, and in various other ways, is there,
present and active, it needs to be woven into the normal activities and
dynamics of complex human relationships. This is especially true in
marriage.

* When we talk of God's love strengthening human love, what does it mean?
Is the presence of God the factor which makes the crucial difference?
Have you experienced this strength in any perceptible way?
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Christian marriage is a sacrament.

Christian marriage is a sacrament because a marriage between a man and a
woman both of whom are baptised, has the strength of God at its very
heart. This doesn't mean that such a couple have no problems or crises,
it does mean that their love will be strong enough to cope and to deepen.
It also means that each difficulty is not necessarily a catastrophe but
may be seen as an opportunity for growth. Their partnership with God in
their marriage builds up confidence and hope in their power to overcome
difficulties through their love of Christ. The prayer of the marriage
service puts it like this:

Father,

you have made the bond of marriage a holy mystery,

a symbol of Christ's love for his Church.

Hear our prayers for those about to be married.

With faith in you and in each other

they pledge their love today.

May their lives always bear witness to the reality of that love.

Read and pray with Ephesians 5: 21-23.

* What does calling marriage a sacrament mean to you?
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