SECTION A

RECONCILIATION

Being Reconciled

One of the ways we find God in church is through being forgiven. This happens
in the sacrament of Penance? The same forgiveness is available to you in the
domestic church of your own home. Sometimes you can go to confession and go
home feeling no different from before, but forgiveness at home can make a real
difference to you.

A young father was really unfair and angry with his seven-year-old daughter
one evening. He went to bed and hardly slept because he hated himself so
much. But in the morning his daughter crept into his bed, put her arms round
his neck and kissed him. He just burst into tears and hugged her. He said,
"I knew that God forgave me at that moment." He was right. Whenever we
'forgive each other like that, we are being a priest to one another, forgiving
each other with Christ's love -~ and we are really forgiven! If we confess
what we did wrong later in church, we are simply inviting God to put an
official seal on what has already happened.

Somehow children find it easy to forgive grownups, so they can catch us off
guard and show us just how unexpected and unsought God's forgiveness really
is, in a way that we grownups can't do so well. We let grudges pile up, and
after a while we are hardly speaking to each other, like the Telecom poster of
two ostriches burying their heads in the sand, each with a phone at their
~feet. The caption runs: "I never ring my brother because he never rings me'".
Grownups find it so hard to make the first move. But you could bring the
sacrament of reconciliation right into your family by swallowing hard, taking

a deep breath and saying: "I know we've stopped talking lately, but can we
talk things over now?".

Sometimes it isn't possible to work things out between family members. We
take our family on board "for better or for worse", and some people have
personality traits that will never change. Teenage Maggie said to her mother:
"I get so mad when Dad comes home drunk on Saturday nights. There are my
friends on the living-room floor, listening to my tapes, and in stomps Dad,
drunk as a lord. I wish he'd never go to that club again." Her mother
replied: "That's what I often think too. But, you know, Paddy's got real
friends down the club. That's where he comes to life. And whenever the
radiator needs fixing or the washing machine breaks down, Paddy just rings the
club, and one of his friends comes and mends it. The club just about keeps
our house together". This sort of give and take is often the nearest we can

get to reconciliation. If we forgive people for being who they are, if we can
take them as they come, our home can be a peaceful one.



Reconciliation

"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ he is a new creation; the old has passed
away, behold, the new has come. 7All this is from God, who through Christ
reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation;

50 we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We
beseech you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God." (2 Corinthians
5:17-18 and 20)

Is this text an unrealistic Pauline flight of fancy, or a fair summary of what
Christian faith is all about?

As gloomy statistics about the frequency of marriage breakdown flood in, a
strain of pessimism can easily creep into one's faith. When there is such a
need for reconciliation and so few effective reconciliations, surely it must
show that the 'Christian thing' is 'up the chute' not just on marriage for
life but also on reconciliation!

Reasons why marriages break up can be terribly complex and can sound strangely
academic coming from the pen of counsellor or researcher.

Perhaps one of the reasons why reconciliation is so needed and yet so
ineffective may be that it has never been a feature of either a marriage or
the period leading up to marriage.

Should we not assume that husband and wife will need to give and receive a lot
of forgiveness in the normal course of their marriage.

Forgiveness is a skill:-

Do we have 1t? If so, how have we used it recently?

How many times have you apologised over the last week? How many times should
you have apologised?

How many times have you accepted an apology over the last week? How many
times should you have accepted an apology?

Perhaps it is a skill we need to learn!

What we may call 'the skill of forgiving' is made up of a number of elements

- an honest self-knowledge warts and all

- a realistic expectation of the spouse

- a sense of justice regarding the spouse

- an understanding of human weakenss in yourself

- an understanding of human weakness in your spouse
- a sense of humour about yourself

So, what do you do - when:












