What Does Home Mean to You?

“Those who love me will keep my word and my Father will love them and
we will come to them and make our home with them” John 14:23

Some Sample Responses

Nancy: Children

Simon:  Laughter really | would
say. We've got a kind of happy
home really isn’t it?

Nancy: Yes

Simon: Lots of laughter, lots of
fun, lots of stress.

Nancy: Busyness

Simon: Yes your day never ends
does it?

Nancy: But | think since we've had
the children home mean a place
where | feel full, and | didn’'t before

AR
we had them.
Simon: Itis a refuge, definitely.

Nancy: | feel like the word refuge is a good word. | don’t really care so much
about what goes on outside there. Because there is enough going on here. Not
just busyness but there’s enough joy and pain and struggle here without me
necessarily hearing it on the news. | think my world has shrunk. So home seems
like a smaller place in a way. And yet | care more perhaps about things like the
environment since we had the children. So it's a kind of weird shrinking and
expanding at the same time.

Matthew: Difficult. Restful.

Dennis: At this point in time, home is where | live with my family. It is a place
where you don’t have to put on any appearances. You can go down in the
morning in your dressing gown and you don’t care at all because there is no one
to keep appearances up for. It is a place where you can really chill out and not
bother about anything. | suppose that can change can'’t it depending on who you
meet and who you grow into.

Angela: A place where we are all together




John: Home is where family and friends would be together really. For me
personally it is not so much a building it is where those particular people are.
That would be it in a nutshell. | think home is definitely a place where | gain a lot
of support and guidance from. In the workaday life there are issues that | have to
think about carefully. Some of these are moral issues with the nature of my work
and really | use people at home and | use those family gatherings occasionally to
take the opportunity to have a discussion with anything that might be on my mind
at a particular time. | also feel that | am there to reciprocate that help and support
for those who may or may not be going through a difficult time at in their own
particular time of their life.

Dee: It means sanctuary, safety, a place where you have food, peace and quiet,
someone to talk to, where you can relax.

Alan: Home? That's a very open question. Home means a place to be with your
family and to live and to sleep and to be nurtured and to nurture others and to
play and it's my whole world really | suppose.

Patricia: Home is a place where you go out from, where you come back to,
where you know where everything is or not! I'm really struck by this two way
process. You come back home, it's a special place where you can relax but at
the same time you don’t want to stay there all the time. | hope as far as my family
are concerned that they equally feel they can come back there anytime, when
they are in need of anything.



