N the realm of nature, we often see that when

something is planted in the earth, it needs tend-
ing and pruning during the early years if a healthy
growth is to be promoted. The ground needs tilling
and weeds uprooting. Exactly the same is true of
our personal relationships. Yet how often we leave
young couples to cope unaided with the crucial
early years of marriage.

The new Code of Canon Law encourages pastors
to help those who have entered marriage so that,
day by day, they may achieve a holier and fuller
family life. It is within the context of the parish
community that this can be achieved. And at the
hub of this is the priest.

He will meet these young people not only
during the time of marriage preparation, but often
also when they come to ask for Baptism for their
child, at the time of starting school and of receiving
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First Holy Communion. On these and many other
occasions, priest and laity can work together so
that the lives of these young people, and of the
whole parish family, may be enriched.

Some five years ago, a number of priests began
to take part in a pilot scheme to work out prac-
tical ways of achieving these aims. The following is
the result. I am grateful to all those who took part
so willingly in the search for ways to sustain and
promote Christian marriage and family life, which
is at the heart of our family, the Church, and I
commend the report to you.

+ Natan Wonven

Archbishop of Southwark

Chairman of the Department for
Christian Life and Worship

During 1981-6 the following had taken part in
the meetings of the Group:

Arundel and Brighton — Mgr J. McConnon (Mary-
vale), Fr B. Rowley (Frimley), Mgr T. Rice V.G.
(Woking, then Guildford), Canon J. Sullivan
(Eastbourne, then Redhill), Mgr B. Wymes (Redhill,
then Eastbourne). -

Brentwood — Fr M. Bailey S.J. (Loughton)

Clifton — Mgr J. Buckley V.G., Fr G. Gillman
(Filwood), Fr J. O’Brien (Bristol)

Liverpool — Fr C, Fallon, Mgr V. Nichols

Southwark — Fr A. Furlong A.A. (Brockley, then
Nottingham), Fr P. Gilbert (Tonbridge Wells, then
Chatham), Fr R. Maxted (Purley, then Ashford)

Westminster Central — Mgr R. Brown V.G,, Fr
D. Caddle O.A.R. (Kensal Newtown), Fr T. Egan
(St Charles Square, then Allen Hall), Fr J. Formby
(Shepherds Bush, then Hillingdon), Fr P. Ryall
O.SM. (Fulham Road, then Begbroke), Fr M.

Martin O.S.M. (Fulham Road), Fr C. Whatling
(Shepherds Bush)

East — Fr W.McConalogue (Poplar),
Fr J. Ryan (Somers Town)

North — Fr K. Barltrop (Northolt,
then N. Harrow), Fr P. Cross (Kenton), Fr H.
Haines (Cricklewood), Fr N. Kersey (Edmonton),
Canon M. O’Leary (Kenton, then Harpenden),
Canon H. Veal (Enfield, then Sierra Leone),
Fr F. Wahle (Enfield)

West — Fr M. Hopley O.S.B.
(Ealing), Canon D. Swan (E. Twickenham)

and Dr J. Dominian (Institute of Marital Re-
search), Mr M. Foley (Family and Social Action),
Fr A. Ford (Catholic Marriage Advisory Council),
Dr M. Homsby-Smith and Karen Gibson (Univer-
sity of Surrey)

The Family Research Trust, 15 Lansdowne Road,

London W11 3AJ, made a grant for the PhD
studies of Karen Gibson.
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